*    At the Graveside    *

'Listen. His late Majesty's death has left us both in a
precarious position. As for me, you may or may not
know how I stand with the prince Thihathu. Suffice it
to say that ruin and perhaps death await me if he is
crowned. Your position is no less dangerous, for your
sudden rise to favour has mortally offended the queens
and leading concubines. If you return to Pagan, you
will be ignominiously treated. You would be lucky to
get back to your village unmolested/

Queen Saw had already given her prospects some
thought, and she did not now deny the truth of Yaza-
thingyan's words.

He went on: "I have reason to believe that the
Kwechi Min will be acclaimed. If so our prospects will
be much improved/

'How so?' said she.

1 shall not take up your time', he replied, "with a
disquisition about myself, but if you were prepared to
accept the position of his Chief Queen, it seems to me
that all your difficulties would be overcome/

Queen Saw's first inclination was to ask a number of
questions, among others how he proposed to get rid
of Thihathu. But she forbore to ask them. All she said
was:

'Then this is a rebellion/

It is a mistake', said he, cto use terms of that kind.
Let me put it like this. I want your co-operation in a
little adjustment I am arranging. You may ask me why
I set a value on your help. It is because I have formed a
high opinion of your capacity and sense. The Kwechi
Min may lack both those qualities. If I could depend
upon you to guide that "oafish person", as with so
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